
Table 1

Project Collect all instances of HEENAN surname in Irish Petty Court sessions 1842-1913

Task Methodology Status To do next Notes blue text = 
not on work 
to be done 
purple = 
notes to 
myself

Search 
records at 
Find My Past 
for HEENAN 
within Irish 
Petty Court 
session 
records

Exact match to 
HEENAN. No 
variables 

completed 

Feb 2018
The records 
for 
Michelstown 
don’t cover 
all years. As 
of  feb 2018 
the following 
is available 
1853-56, 
1860-73, 
1878-80, 
1884-1914

Begin with 
Michelstown 
court, Cork

Download 
from the index  
completed 

Double 
check some 
entries, there 
may be 
duplication 
of dates

21 results - 20 
of these are 
complainants 
or defendants 
in 
Knocknascro
w, Collatin or 
Carigeen. 

Separate date 
into year, day 
and month

completed 
Feb 2018

Download the 
actual image

Partial Pick up here

Add the charge 
and sentence

Some images 
are difficult to 
read

Add reference to 
each entry

Resources Source 
Citations

Description of data

Petty 
Sessions 
order books 
1842-1913

Located at 
FindMyPast.c
om

Petty Sessions 
Court Registers

The Petty Sessions handled the bulk of lesser legal cases, 
both criminal and civil. They were presided over by Justices of 
the Peace, who were unpaid and often without any formal legal 
training. The position did not have a wage, so the role was 
usually taken by those with their own income – in practice 
usually prominent landowners or gentlemen. Justice was 
pronounced summarily at these courts, in other words, without 
a jury. 

Cases of a more serious nature, which did require a jury, were 
held at the Quarter Sessions, which, as the name suggests 
were held four times a year. The most serious cases, those like 
murder or treason that carried the death penalty, were presided 
over by at least one legally trained judge at assizes held twice 
a year in circuit. The jury courts used a system known as a 
commission of Oyer and Terminer, a Norman French phrase 
meaning To See and To Judge. There were two juries, a Grand 
Jury who assessed the strength of the prosecution evidence, 
and the trial jury, who would hear the case if the Grand Jury 
had decided the case was strong enough to go forward to trial.

At the lower levels though, justice was summary and swift. The 
Petty Sessions, which sat daily, weekly or monthly, depending 
on the volume of cases, often saw controversial judgements. 
Every court had a clerk, whose job it was to record the details 
of each case in a register. The clerks also collected any fees 
from those involved in the cases. 

The Petty Sessions were formally established with legislation in 
1827, although they had been in operation for centuries before 
that. By 1851, amid growing concerns about the fairness of 
some of the justices of the peace, the Petty Sessions (Ireland) 
Act sought to tighten up the rules. JPs were gradually replaced 
by trained and paid magistrates as the 19th century went on.

Covering both civil and criminal cases, the Petty Sessions’ brief 
was wide. Cases ranged from merchants who had not paid 
duty on their goods, to workers suing for unpaid wages. 
Farmers were fined for letting their cattle wander or for allowing 
their cart to be driven without their name painted on the side. 
Debts were collected and disputes settled. Public drunkenness 
was a common offence, as was assault and general rowdiness. 
Political feelings were often volatile and there are frequent 
cases all over the country of people charged with putting up 
seditious posters or leaflets.

There are very few registers which pre-date 1851 and none for 
Dublin city, Dun Laoghaire (Kingstown) and some other 
districts, either because they weren’t covered by the 1851 Act 
or because the records did not survive. However the latest 
records added include those for one of the main Dublin courts, 
Kilmainham, for most years between 1833 and 1854 as well as 
the year 1887. 

The Petty Sessions were replaced by the District Courts in 
Ireland in 1924. The system continues in Northern Ireland 
where they are usually referred to as Magistrate’s Courts.
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HEENAN references in Irish Petty Sessions; Mitchelstown, County Limerick
heenan@one-name.org April 2018

First name(s) Last name Year Day Month Role Residence Court County Country Offence Sentence Source: Ancestry File ref Notes

Denis HEENAN 1861 26 4 Defendant Coolattin Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Trespass of 3 
sheep on April 3 
and 10 sheep on 
April 6 at 
Knocknascrow. 
Complainant is 
Thomas Roberts

no appearance Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174058_00465

Patrick HEENAN 1863 13 2 Defendant Coolattin Mitchelstown Cork Ireland James O’Brien 
witness. PH at 
Coolatin on Feb 3rd 
unlawfully cut 
down ?? and steal 
(value of £5)

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174058_00666

Patrick HEENAN 1863 27 2 Defendant Coolattin Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Complaint by 
Bourke of Failsnorth 
In England. Patrick 
Heenan described 
as a labourer. Two 
witnesses:Michael 
Mahoney & J 
O’Brien. Alleged at 
Coolatin on Feb 3rd 
unlawfully cut down 
with intent to steal 
and did steal timber 
(value of £5)

Sentenced to 2 
months in Limerick 
goal. Prison built 
between 1815 and 
1821. Prison record 
located

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174058_00672 Prison record 
indicates he is 25 
years old, Five ft 6 
inches tall, brown 
hair, blue eyes. 
Discharged in 
August 1863

Michael HEENAN 1870 23 12 Defendant Knocknaree Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Complaint by 
Edward Lewis, 
farmer of Shrowhey, 
against Michael 
Heenan, farmer. 
Trespass of 6 
sheep and 19 deer 
in incident at 
Knocknascrow

Two shillings 
compensation and 
payment of costs

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174060_00226

Patrick HEENAN 1870 27 5 Defendant Carrigeen Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Had ?? in his 
custody (difficult to 
read text)

Fined 2 shillings 
and 1 shilling cost

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174060_00020

Patrick HEENAN 1873 14 2 Defendant Coolattin Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Seems to be a 
procedural issue 
rather than a 
charge

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174060_00459

Patrick HEENAN 1878 26 7 Defendant Knocknacreen
e

Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Unable to read the 
charge - it simply 
says same as 
previous charges 
listed for hearing 
that day but no 
details given

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174060_00670

Patrick HEENAN 1884 6 6 Defendant Knocknascun Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Had in his 
possession on 21st 
of May one 
unquietened dog

Fined 1 shilling Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174061_00729

Patrick HEENAN 1888 5 10 Defendant Coolatin Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Trespass of nine 
sheep. Patrick 
Heenan is 
described as farmer

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

Patrick HEENAN 1888 23 10 Defendant Coolatin Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

Denis HEENAN 1897 2 7 Defendant Knocknascrow
, Limerick

Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Found drunk in 
public place - 
Church quarter, 
Limerick on June 
17. 

Fined one shilling. 
seven days in Cork 
goal if not paid

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174063_00895.

Patrick HEENAN 1897 21 5 Defendant Knocknascrow
, Limerick

Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Stole a dog, the 
property of James 
Callaghan, a farmer

Dismissed Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

Denis HEENAN 1898 17 6 Defendant Knocknascrew Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Found drunk and 
disorderly on 
premises of Mrs 
Margaret Daly, 
Church Quarter, 
Limerick June 2. 
Three other people 
charged with same 
offence

Fined 5 shillings. 
Seven days in goal 
in Cork if not paid

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174139_00045

Denis HEENAN 1899 17 11 Defendant Knocknascrew Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Drunk in public 
street (Limerick). 
2nd offence

5 shillings fine with 
1 shilling cost

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

Patrick HEENAN 1901 3 12 Complainant Carrigeen Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Money due from 
John Walsh - 
relates to horse hire 
at Carigeen

Appears to have 
been adjourned to 
later date

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

Patrick HEENAN 1901 13 12 Complainant Carrigeen Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Money due from 
John Walsh - 
relates to horse hire 
at Carigeen

Continuation from 
hearing on Dec 13. 
No appearance - 
case was heard on 
Dec 27

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174064_00425. duplicate of another 
1901case involving 
Patrick Heenan?

John HEENAN 1908 5 6 Defendant Knocknascrew Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Found on licensed 
premises in Church 
Quarter, Limerick 
during prohibited 
hours - namely 
10.20pm

No second 
magistrate available 
- case did not 
proceed. Dealt with 
on June 19 instead

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174065_00999

John HEENAN 1908 19 6 Defendant Knocknascriv Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Found on licensed 
premises in Church 
Quarter, Limerick 
during prohibited 
hours - namely 
10.20pm on a 
Sunday and was 
not a servant or 
lodger

Dismissed without 
prejudice

Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174066_00013

Patrick HEENAN 1910 7 10 Defendant Knocknascrew Mitchelstown Cork Ireland Seems to be failure 
to comply with 
sheep dipping order

Fined a few pence Ireland, Petty 
Sessions Court 
Registers

005174066_00462
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